Ambiguity is the state of having more than one possible meaning or interpretation. It arises when context is
insufficient, causing uncertainty in communication. While it can cause confusion, ambiguity is intentionally used
in literature to add depth, in humor for wordplay, and in strategy to allow for flexible interpretation.

You can dive into the specific contexts where ambiguity appears and its different forms:
1. Types of Ambiguity in Language

+ Lexical Ambiguity: Occurs when a single word or phrase has multiple meanings. For example, the word "duck”
can refer to an animal or the act of crouching.

« Syntactic (Structural) Ambiguity: Happens when a sentence's grammar allows it to be interpreted in multiple
ways. For instance, "l watched the man with binoculars" could mean the speaker used binoculars to watch the
man, or that the man was the one holding them.

2. Ambiguity vs. Uncertainty
While closely related, the two concepts are distinct:

+ Ambiguity: Occurs when meaning is unclear and open to different interpretations.
* Uncertainty: Refers to a state where the exact outcome or likelihood of a known situation cannot be reliably
assessed.

3. Usage in Various Fields

« Literature: Authors use narrative and poetic ambiguity to let readers draw their own conclusions, creating richer
layers of meaning.

« Law and Business: Ambiguous language can result in dangerous loopholes, but is sometimes used as a
strategic tool (e.g., "strategic ambiguity" in international relations) to avoid premature commitment.

* Psychology: Studies have shown that navigating ambiguity can actually enhance cognitive flexibility and
promote divergent, creative thinking.



